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Achievement Award by the Nevada 
Gaming Attorneys and the Clark Coun-
ty Bar Association. 

For those of us who have had the 
pleasure to work closely with Richard, 
as I have, the above awards pale in 
comparison to his true grit. He is 
knowledgeable of the system of govern-
ment and totally aware of the magic of 
our system of free enterprise. For the 
growth and development of southern 
Nevada, no one for the past twenty-five 
years has played a more key role than 
Richard Bunker. 

On a more personal note, Richard has 
played an important part in my polit-
ical endeavors. He has been an advisor, 
counselor, and sounding board. Above 
all else, he is a good listener, for this 
Richard, I am grateful. 

I extend to you my congratulations 
and the appreciation of all Nevadans 
for your good work on their behalf.∑ 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO GENERAL WESLEY 
CLARK 

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, last 
week, in a EUCOM change of command 
ceremony, General Wesley Clark relin-
quished his position as Supreme Allied 
Commander Europe, concluding one of 
his generation’s most illustrious and 
eventful military careers. As he testi-
fies before the Senate Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence today, I want to 
highlight the contributions of General 
Clark to the national security of the 
United States and to its friends and al-
lies in Europe and around the globe, 
and thank him for his service to NATO 
as Supreme Allied Commander Europe. 

As NATO Secretary General Lord 
Robertson put it: Wes Clark has been 
the right man, in the right place, at 
the right time. He has been instru-
mental in bringing a degree of stability 
to Bosnia-Herzegovina, so that efforts 
at reconstruction and reconciliation 
could proceed. General Clark welcomed 
three new members to the Alliance and 
has worked tirelessly to integrate 
them fully—militarily and politically—
into the activities and decision-making 
processes of the Alliance. The General 
has worked to turn the Partnerships 
for Peace into stepping stones rather 
than alternatives to Alliance member-
ship, and he has kept the door open to 
new entrants, while setting forth high 
military standards for full integration. 

But nowhere have General Clark’s 
political and leadership qualities been 
more evident than during NATO’s 
Kosovo campaign. Having been a key 
participant in diplomatic efforts seek-
ing a solution to Yugoslavia’s ethnic 
turmoil and disintegration, General 
Clark changed hats without missing a 
beat and assumed command of the Alli-
ance strategy to complement diplo-
macy with military power. General 
Clark’s steadfast pursuit of military 
victory coupled with the maintenance 
of political cohesion in Alliance plan-

ning cells at NATO Headquarters 
brought the Western coalition to one of 
its finest hours in its 50-year history. 

Equally important, General Clark 
recognized that military success could 
not produce peace, prosperity and sta-
bility on the ground without an effec-
tive civil implementation program 
that allowed the peoples of the Balkans 
the tools to address their historical 
grievances toward one another. He 
knew that the political unity he helped 
to forge as a prerequisite to military 
success must now be sustained and 
strengthened if the civilianization 
process is to succeed. 

Secretary of Defense Cohen put it 
well at the EUCOM Change of Com-
mand ceremony last week in Europe. 
He said:

In General Wes Clark, America found a 
scholar, a soldier and a statesman: a scholar 
of unquestioned courage, a bronze and silver 
star hero who, despite grievous wounds, in-
spired his unit to survive in the jungles of 
Vietnam; a soldier of insight who returned to 
train those who prevailed in Desert Storm. 
He is a statesman whose influence has been 
felt from the Americas where he helped to 
guide the fight against drug barons to Day-
ton where his counsel helped end the blood-
letting in Bosnia.

Those sentiments are shared by those 
of us in the Senate who have benefitted 
from General Clark’s wise counsel over 
the years. He was never too busy for 
one more briefing at NATO Head-
quarters or in the field. When the rel-
evant committees held their hearings, 
General Clark was on the plane so that 
he might address Congressional con-
cerns across the table, not across the 
ocean. 

Members of both branches of govern-
ment are now in the process of assimi-
lating the ‘‘lessons learned’’ from the 
Kosovo campaign. General Clark has 
recently completed his own ‘‘after ac-
tion’’ report. But for the United States, 
there is one incontrovertible lesson to 
be learned: If the history of the last 
year or so in the Balkans were to re-
peat itself, the United States and the 
Alliance would be well served by hav-
ing Wes Clark again at the helm of a 
coalition of nations intent on defend-
ing their common interests.∑ 

f 

RETIREMENT OF DON GUNDERSON 

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, on 
May 21, students and former students, 
their parents, teachers and administra-
tors of Los Altos High School, will 
come together in Southern California 
to show their appreciation, and express 
their thanks and best wishes to Don 
Gunderson, who is retiring this year 
after 41 years as a music educator. 

Don Gunderson began his teaching 
career at the halfway point of Presi-
dent Dwight Eisenhower’s second term, 
working with his mentor in Wash-
ington state, teaching instrumental 
music in the junior high, as well as 
music to elementary schoolers. Three 

years later, in 1961, Mr. Gunderson 
came to Anaheim, California to be the 
band, orchestra and choir director at 
Crescent Junior High School, which 
was still in construction when he was 
hired. Five years later, he began a very 
distinguished eleven-year career as the 
band and orchestra director at Savan-
nah High School in Anaheim. In 1978, 
Mr. Gunderson rose to the college 
ranks, serving as head of the jazz and 
student teacher programs at California 
State University at Fullerton. 

Three years later, in 1981, Don 
Gunderson decided to return to high 
school instruction at Los Altos High 
School, in Hacienda Heights. At that 
time, Los Altos was one of the largest 
musical programs in Southern Cali-
fornia, with a strong reputation in 
marching band competitions. For the 
next nineteen years, Los Altos High 
School would become more than just 
the home of one of Southern Califor-
nia’s largest marching bands—it would 
be the site of one of our nation’s inter-
nationally recognized music education 
programs. The Los Altos Entertain-
ment Unit has performed at the Fiesta 
Bowl pageant twice and marched in the 
Tournament of Roses Parade four 
times. They’ve been here in Wash-
ington, where they performed at the 
White House, and traveled for perform-
ances in Florida and the Bahamas. 

Don Gunderson began building the 
music program’s international creden-
tials in 1982, when he led the Los Altos 
Entertainment Unit on a two week 
tour of England and Scotland. Knowing 
that very few, if any Americans, knew 
of Hacienda Heights, Mr. Gunderson 
was prepared when inquiring Brits 
asked where in the world is Hacienda 
Heights: ‘‘We’re not far from 
Disneyland’’ was his reply. It’s safe to 
say that after that 1982 trip, along with 
a return visit ten years later as guests 
of the British Military as part of the 
prestigious Royal Tournament, the 
people of Britain know how to find Ha-
cienda Heights on a map. The same can 
be said for music-lovers that had the 
good fortune to see and hear Los Altos 
perform in Germany, Italy, Austria, 
and Switzerland. The Los Altos Enter-
tainment Unit has been the recipient of 
countless awards and achievements. 
Los Altos was designated the Official 
Youth Band of the 1984 Summer Olym-
pics, and was crowned three times as 
marching band champions at the 
Southern California Tournament of 
Champions. And that’s just the march-
ing band, color guard and dance team. 
Don Gunderson brought to Los Altos a 
commitment to a total music program, 
and strived to establish the same 
standard of excellence to the orchestral 
and jazz programs. 

Perhaps just as significant are the 
signs of recognition and respect given 
to this program in ways other than 
award ceremonies. Go to a Friday 
night football game at Los Altos and 

VerDate jul 14 2003 08:39 Sep 17, 2004 Jkt 029102 PO 00000 Frm 00059 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR00\S11MY0.002 S11MY0



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE7746 May 11, 2000
you’re sure to find a few young people 
from other high schools in Southern 
California in the stands not to see the 
football team, but to watch and hear 
the Entertainment Unit. Those same 
football games certainly sparked the 
imaginations of young elementary and 
junior high school students, who would 
come home interested in learning 
music and being a part of the Enter-
tainment Unit. Come to the football 
field on a night when the Entertain-
ment Unit is rehearsing and you’re 
sure to find parents, students, teach-
ers, former students, and even students 
from other high schools in the stands. 
Trace the career paths of those who 
learned from Don Gunderson and yes, 
you’ll find those who have gone on to 
rewarding careers in music and music 
education. However, there are many 
more alumni of the Los Altos Enter-
tainment Unit that pursued other ca-
reers, but they carry with them lessons 
learned from Don Gunderson on foot-
ball fields, concert halls, or the band 
room that go beyond musical notes on 
a page—lessons in teamwork, prepara-
tion, determination, and excellence. 

Mr. President, those who have 
learned and applied these and countless 
other lessons from Don Gunderson will 
have an opportunity to say thanks in a 
few short weeks. Let me join them in 
expressing my admiration to a man 
who has brought the joy of music to 
thousands of students and parents, and 
to countless more around the world 
who have heard the stirring opening 
fanfare, ‘‘Conquistadores.’’ Perhaps 
more important, let me express my 
own thanks to Don Gunderson for the 
honor and inspiration he has brought 
to the teaching profession for more 
than forty years. To borrow from the 
Los Altos motto, Don Gunderson has 
engaged and conquered. 

I wish Don Gunderson, his wife Judy 
and his family, all the very best.∑
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REAR ADMIRAL STEPHEN TODD 
FISHER 

∑ Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I would 
like to take a moment to honor Rear 
Admiral (Upper Half) Stephen Todd 
Fisher as he retires from the United 
States Navy after more than thirty-
four years of active duty service. For 
the last five years, Rear Admiral Fish-
er has been the Deputy Surgeon Gen-
eral of the Navy—-the first non-physi-
cian officer to serve in that position. 

In addition, Rear Admiral Fisher was 
the first Medical Service Corps officer 
to be selected by a board to the rank of 
two-star Admiral within the Depart-
ment of Defense. He served as the Di-
rector of the Medical Service Corps 
from 1993–1995. RADM Fisher’s assign-
ments included tours on the U.S.S 
Repose (AH 16); Headquarters, Fleet 
Marine Force, Pacific; various Navy 
Hospitals and Clinics; the Naval School 
of Health Sciences; the office of the 

Chief of Naval Operations; and the 
Headquarters for Navy Medicine. He is 
also the recipient of the 2000 American 
Hospital Association award for Excel-
lence in Federal Service. 

Rear Admiral Fisher’s leadership as 
the Executive Agent for the Depart-
ment of Defense Clinical Business Area 
led to the development of a computer-
ized patient record which will be tested 
and evaluated this summer for govern-
ment-wide adoption. This accomplish-
ment has been highly praised by the 
National Library of Medicine Board of 
Regents and completes the planning 
segment of the Composite Health Care 
System II program. As Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Government 
Computerized Patient Record, Rear Ad-
miral Fisher coordinated linkage be-
tween the Department of Veteran’s 
Health Administration, the Depart-
ment of Defense, and the Indian Health 
Services. A prototype of the Computer-
ized Patient Record has been developed 
and will be alpha tested in Alaska in 
2001. Under his leadership, the Com-
posite Health Care System II Program 
Office was selected for the Government 
Technology Leadership Award and the 
Smithsonian Technology Award in rec-
ognition of its visionary use of infor-
mation technology. 

As a principal member of the Mili-
tary Health System Information Man-
agement Proponent Committee, Rear 
Admiral Fisher worked closely with 
the Deputy Surgeons General of the 
Air Force and Army, and the Executive 
Director of the Defense Medical Infor-
mation Management System orches-
trating the development, 
prioritization, and achievement of in-
formation management goals for med-
ical readiness and peacetime health 
care programs for the Department of 
Defense. His contributions are far-
reaching and will positively impact 
military health care for years to come. 

Mr. President, Rear Admiral Fisher’s 
many meritorious awards and decora-
tions demonstrate his contributions in 
a tangible way, but it is the legacy he 
leaves behind for the Navy Medical 
Service Corps, the United States Navy, 
and the Department of Defense for 
which we are most appreciative. It is 
with pride that I congratulate Rear Ad-
miral Fisher on his outstanding career 
of exemplary service.∑ 

f 

IN MEMORY OF JO-ANN MOLNAR 

∑ Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I would 
like to share just a few words about a 
good friend we recently lost, someone I 
have known since I first ran for Lieu-
tenant Governor in Massachusetts in 
1982, a good hearted and selfless indi-
vidual who was always an inspiration, 
Jo-Ann Molnar. Jo-Ann recently passed 
away after bravely battling cancer, and 
I know that I am not alone in saying 
that as someone whose life was touched 
by Jo-Ann Molnar’s service, activism, 

and warmth, there is today a deep and 
profound sense of loss. In Jo-Ann many 
of us have lost—and today I would like 
to honor—a committed activist, a per-
son of enormous courage and character 
and, most simply, a great friend. 

I first met Jo-Ann Molnar when I was 
running for Lieutenant Governor of 
Massachusetts, and Jo-Ann approached 
me at one of our earliest events and of-
fered to help in any way she could. It 
was on that race in the middle of a dif-
ficult and heated campaign that Jo-
Ann first demonstrated to me not just 
that she was an indefatigable volun-
teer, but that she was one of those in-
dividuals who—through her commit-
ment to do what is right, through her 
belief in politics not as sport but as a 
fight for principle—could reaffirm pre-
cisely why politics matters and why 
public service is worthwhile. 

Jo-Ann and I remained close ever 
since that first campaign, and I looked 
forward to and always appreciated Jo-
Ann’s warm cards and greetings. Al-
ways a loyal friend, Jo-Ann would 
share with me her thoughts on issues of 
importance, keep me abreast of her ac-
complishments, and offer me words of 
encouragement as I worked to find my 
way in the United States Senate. 

It was through her frequent cards and 
letters—and the occasional happy 
meeting either in Massachusetts or at 
political gatherings around the Mary-
land area—that I learned of the many 
ways in which Jo-Ann continued to 
dedicate herself to public service. Her 
determination to make a difference led 
her to remarkable achievements. In 
1977, Jo-Ann graduated magna cum 
laude from Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity, with a degree in history and polit-
ical science. She went on to earn a 
master’s degree in political science 
from American University. Jo-Ann 
selflessly offered her leadership to her 
fellow Democrats, serving admirably as 
President of the Montgomery County, 
Maryland Young Democrats, as Vice 
Chair of the Handicapped Commission 
in Montgomery County, and on the 
Board of Directors of the Montgomery 
County public libraries. In addition to 
her help with my campaigns, Jo-Ann 
served as a legislative intern to U.S. 
Senator Donald Reigle, U.S. Represent-
ative Gene Andrew Maguire, and Mont-
gomery County Council member Mi-
chael L. Gudis. She also worked as a 
Congressional Liaison Assistant for the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. For almost a decade, Jo-Ann 
served as a legal researcher for the 
Human Relations Commission. She 
gave of herself as a Sunday School 
teacher and a confirmation teacher at 
the Foundary United Methodist Church 
in Washington, D.C, as well as an in-
structor at Colesville United Methodist 
Church in Silver Spring, Maryland. 

Mr. President, Jo-Ann lived a life 
true to her ideals of service—service to 
community, service to faith. I would 
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